wesi uenms ana wmtman & Howard, 
Inc. Of Wellesley. Since Whitman & 
Howard is the consulting engineer for 
the water department and was the 
higher bidder, the board chose to award 
the contract for the study to Consult- 
ants to Management, Inc, ensuring that 
results of the water and sewer rate 
study were based strictly on practices 

Teacher Dutifully 

Editor: 

Twice, once in each of the past 
two years, Mr. William Cheslock has 
invited me to participate in his 
Chatham High School class about the 
assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy. My task was to provide back- 
ground information about what it was 
like to live in Hyannisport, as a visitor, 
at the head of the Kennedy Compound 
during the years ofMr. Kennedy's presi- 
dency, summer by summer. Mr. 
Cheslock wanted his students to get a 
feel for the excitement and the hope of 
that time and to have some idea of how 
thoroughly human the Kennedys have 
always been. Mr. Cheslock wanted his 
students to experience, as best they 
could, the setting against which the 
calamity occurred. His approach was, 
and is, completely rational, objective, 
balanced, as scholarship should be, es- 
pecially in a teaching situation in a 
high school classroom. At no time did I 
ever hear Mr. Cheslock voice his own 
opinion about the murder in Dallas; 
but I did hear him tell me not to reveal 
his view. Personally, I do not share Mr. 
Cheslock’s conclusion; but I have lis- 
tened to his reasons carefully. He is not 
the kind of person who would assault 
anyone with his view, nor would he 
insist that a student accept his bias. He 
is not that kind of a scholar; he is not 
that kind of person. 

Mr. Cheslock does want his 
students to explore primary source 
material, to the extent that such is 
available. He does use the murder of 
John F. Kennedy on a street in Dallas, 
Texas, as a means to have his students 
do so. He and I have discusssd ways in 
which to broaden the source material 
in order to achieve that educational 
goal. There are quite a number of 
puzzles in the history of the United 
States of America about which there 
are opposing views: the election of 1824; 
the election of 1876; the battleship 
Maine incident; the Panama incident 
of 1903; the entry of the United States 
into World War I; the Pearl Harbor 
incident; the use of nuclear weapons 
against Japan; the Bay of Pigs inci- 
dent, and the Gulf of Tonkin incident - 
- to name but a few. Most of these 
“puzzles" have been studied extensively, 
but retain their capacity to stimulate 
students to think in a high school his- 


no control over tnese mandatory regu- 
lations. 
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Instructs Students 

tory class. Mr. Cheslock could see right 
away how the Dallas incident would fit 
into a workbook which contained all of 
these historical “puzzles" and more. An 
unfair professional educator who was 
out to waste our tax dollars would not 
even entertain the idea of broadening 
the scope of source material which 
would reduce the object of his primary 
interest to but one in a series of histori- 
cal items to be studied. However, Mr. 
Cheslock’s primary concern is the in- 
tellectual growth of his students and 
not the promulgation of his view. 

Abraham Lincoln, when a Con- 
gressman, did not have much faith in 
the official version of the government of 
the United States about the start of the 
war against Mexico. His “Spot Resolu- 
tions" of Dec. 22, 1847 make interest- 
ing reading. The recent revelations of 
the use of United States citizens in 
medical experiments during World War 
II make interesting reading, too. Stu- 
dents need to be encouraged to have a 
healthy skepticism about “the govern- 
ment that is, in the end, our own cre- 
ation and continuing responsibility," 
as Mr. Charles U. Daly put it in his 
letter of Feb. 17, 1994 in TTie Cape Cod 
Chronicle. Mr. Cheslock, who is one of 
the world’s most kind, considerate, de- 
cent people, surely has the implanta- 
tion of such skepticism as one of his 
goals in his teaching of high school 
students, for which the community 
should be grateful. .7 ~ “ 

One way in which to assure 
balance in the academic consideration 
of such items as the murder of Presi- 
dent Kennedy is to present the other 
side of the case. Mr. Charles U. Daly 

could volunteer to do just that presen- 
tation and add to the intellectual ex- 
citement of the study of history which 
study is often equated with a long sleep 
in a graveyard. I wish that Mr. Daly • 
had done so - by a quick telephone call. 
What Mr. Cheslock is doing is not a 
“harmful exercise” nor is he “wasting 
our tax dollars.” Mr. Cheslock is trying 
to coach students to think just as they 
are of an age to become voting citizens 
■_ - - Robert L. Hyde 



ters of general concern or interest are 
expected to be acted upon should be 
announced well in advance; the pro- 
posal should be available to any inter- 
ested citizen in advance; and the mem- 
bers of the appropriate board or com- 
mittee should be present in sufficient 
numbers to present the subject pro- 
posal to those in attendance. 

Furthermore, anyone giving 
testimony at such a public meeting 
must be accorded the respect and cour- 
tesy due any person in everyday af- 
fairs; and those who violate such stan- 
dards of conduct should be properly 
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SPEAKING OF WO 

by Henry Morgan 


' Hi, Ma! 

W "ell, the time has come. This 
country, at last, has rec- 
ognized that a one-parent 
family isn’t necessarily a 
dreadful thing to contemplate. There- 
fore, we now can say right out loud that, 
uh, (OOps — I almost lost my nerve)... we 
can say OUT LOUD that Mother Na- 
> ture never got married. This is not to 
say that she didn’t have a, wellll, col- 
laborator... we just don’t know much 
about it. Nothing, in fact. I mean, you 
never heard of Papa Nature, right? So 
in other, (maybe shocking) plain words, 

. just about every tree, plant, thunder- 
storm and drought is the child of a 
. single parent. This tireless person 
carved out the Himalayas, dug a six- 
mile deep trench off the coast of the 
Phillipines, created the Sahara and the 
Gobi and gave birth to mosquitoes. 
What a Mom! 

“ Next problem. Fella says, “I’ll 
be there in two shakes of a lamb's tail." 
Lambs were created by Mother N. so I 
became interested. Two shakes of a 
lamb’s tail, eh? Well, I went to a farm 
that's not far from where I live and 
asked could I spend an hour with a 
lamb. I had a stopwatch with me and I 
was able to time what went on. In that 
whole hour the lamb shook its tail, or 
wiggled it, only once. I am the first to 
admit that testing only one lamb isn’t 
very scientific and this particular lamb 
turned around a lot and it would seem 
that to get a good timing by watching, 
say, a hundred turning lambs would 
take at least a hundred scientific types. 
Well, I called both my friends and nei- 
ther seemed to be terribly interested in 
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